Proclaiming
Art

Here are art practice design ideas using the word “Words” written on paper. These are perfect
for sketchbook exercises, warm-ups, or pieces that can evolve into a new collection.

1. Layered Typography (Mixed Media)

Write “Words” repeatedly in different handwriting styles—small, large, cursive, block letters—
overlapping each other.
Add charcoal or soft pastel smudges behind some areas to create depth.

2. Torn-Paper Collage

Write “Words” on several sheets in different styles > tear them into strips > collage them
together.

Use strong contrasts like black charcoal on white paper or terracotta on kraft paper (fits your
aesthetic).

3. Shadow & Echo Effect

Write “Words” in bold black ink.
Then lightly redraw it slightly offset with grey pencil, creating an “echo” or shifting shadow—as if
the word is moving or speaking.

4. Words Built From Shapes
Turn each letter of WORDS into shapes:
e W =angular triangles
e O=circle
e R=broken arc
e D =semi-circle

o S=flowingline
You can tie this to your Circles & Semi-Circles collection.



5. Negative Space Cut-Out

Draw a block rectangle and cut out the word WORDS with a knife (or draw as negative space).
Shade the inside to make it appear recessed.

6. Repetition Grid

Create a grid (6x6 or 8x8).

Write “Words” in each box in a different mood: bold, whisper, shouting, fading, scribbled,
elegant, rushed, soft.

This becomes a brilliant artistic meditation.

7. Scribble-Through Concept

Write “Words” normally.
Then scribble, cross out, erase partially playing with the idea of how words can be hidden,
spoken, silenced.

8. Word as Landscape

Stretch and distort the letters so that “WORDS” looks like a horizon line or abstract hills.
Charcoal and soft pastel work beautifully here.

9. The Whisper Effect

Write “Words” in extremely light pencil > layer darker versions on top > ending with one bold,
final “WORDS.”
Visually expresses how words grow or find strength.

10. Fragmented Letters

Break each letter apart into fragments or tiles, spacing pieces as if the word is being
reconstructed.

11. Hand-Written Variations Circle

Write "Words" around a circle’s border in dozens of styles—like a mandala of handwriting
exploration.

12. Overpaint & Reveal

Write the word boldly - paint over it with acrylic wash = scratch or lift areas to reveal the hidden
word underneath.
Very expressive and fits your mixed-media flow.



13. Words as Texture

Fill an entire page with tiny repeated “words” to create one big textured pattern.
Then highlight or enlarge one “WORDS” in the centre.

14. Mirror Writing

Write “Words” normally on one side
Write it backwards on the other
Let them meet in the middle like reflection and self-reflection.

15. Semi-Circle Watchman Theme

On a semi-circle, write “Words” along its border, exploring vulnerable boundaries—See Circles
& Semi-Circles exhibition on Proclaiming Art



